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New EMPA-board elected

At the general meeting of EMPA in Ljubljana, Slovenia on September 22", 2007
the regular election of the new board for the period from 2007 to 2011 took place.
The proposal of the Norwegian presidency was unanimously accepted.
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President

Col. Dr. Jérg Aschenbrenner, AUT-A
is editor-in-chief of the Austrian Ar-
med Forces magazine “TRUPPEN-
DIENST” since 2003. Initially trained
as a signal ofycer he served with an
infantry battalion, at the signal school,
in the AAF Supreme Command, with
the Theresian Military Academy and
ynally as chief production in the edi-
torial ofyce of ATRUPPENDIENSTO.
His foreign mission experience results
from a deployment to SFOR in Bosnia
and Herzegovina (1999). He holds a
Master of Science degree (cartography)
from the University of Vienna and a
ScD from the University of Salzburg.
E-mail: truppendienst@bmlv.gv.at

1%t Vice-President

Ljga Lakula, LTV-MoD

is Director of State Agency fATUvijas
Sargs” of the Ministry of Defence
and editor-in-chief of the Defence
Ministryés military magazine fiT0vijas
Sargs”. She made her mission expe-
rience as Head of the Press Center,
Border Guard brigade of the Republic
of Latvia (1992-1995) and Senior Desk
Ofycer of the Information Center, Lat-
vian National Front (1991-1992).

She holds a Bachelor degree of the
University of Latvia in political sci-
ence and is currently studying for her
Master degree.

E-mail: liga.lakuca@mod.gov.lv

Dear members of EMPA,

being elected president of our distin-
guished association means not only
a great pleasure but much more a great
challenge for me and my team. Now we
have to proof that you did not buy the pig in
the poke placing all your conydence in our
program for the next four years.

As we announced at the general meeting
we will send out the EMPA news occasio-
nally as an e-mail newsletter of which you
now read the yrst issue. This newsletter
will spread information of the board on
EMPA activities, new members, portraits
of member papers, military events such as
international training courses and so on.
All members are kindly requested to pro-
vide relevant information to our Secretary
General, Col Karl-Heinz Leitner, in order
to be published in the EMPA news.
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EDITORIAL

EMPA-congress 2008

The EMPA-congress 2008 will take
place in Riga, Latvia from September
9" to September 13", 2008.

Board meeting 2008

The yrst meeting of the new elected
board will take place in Vienna, Aus-
tria on Thursday, January 17, 2008.

Handover/takeover

On October 25, 2007 the former
secretary general, Erling Eikli visited
his successor, Karl-Heinz Leitner in
Vienna to handover his EMPA-yles.



2" Vice-President

Lt. Col. John Durnin, EUMS

is Public Information Officer with
the European Union Military Staff in
Brussels. His overseas service has been
with United Nations Interim Force in
the Lebanon for three tours; with the
European Community Monitoring
Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina;
and with the 2nd Irish Support Group
to Honduras. He holds a Bachelor of
Arts Degree from the National Univer-
sity of Ireland in Galway, and a Master
of Military Arts and Science (MMAS)
degree from the US Army Command
and General Staff Ofycerés Course in
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. E-mail:
john.durnin@consilium.europa.eu

Secretary General

Col. Karl-Heinz Leitner, AUT-A
was born in 1954 and is living in the
southern part of Lower Austria.

His military career began as a NCO
in the artillery of the Austrian Ar-
med Forces. After graduating at the
Military Academy he was on duty as
XO and battery commander in a self
propelled howitzer battalion. After
11 years as a lecturer at the Artillery
School he changed to the editorial
ofyce of the military journal ATRUP-
PENDIENSTO, where he is working
as the leading editor for missions and
leadership.

E-mail: truppendienst@bmlv.gv.at

OPE,

EMPA i news

2

Treasurer

Jean-Paul Gudit, CHE-A(rtd.)

is Swiss, born in 1948, living in Zurich.
He is working for a private bank. High
ranking non-commissioned ofycer (re-
tired); engaged in the Board of EMPA
(Switzerland) since 1997. Treasurer
since 2000.

E-mail:
jean-paul.gudit@dexia-privatebank.ch

Our ideas for EMPASs future

A continuing the organizational development

is a newsletter published by the board of the European as started by the Norwegian presidency
Military Press Association. It provides information A implementation of journeys for military
for the members of the association in order to pursue journalists to international mission areas
the objectives of EMPA: * intensifying information on national military
- establish contact among its members and events

- offer opportunities for an exchange of information. L establish the EMPA-award for the best mi-

litary publication of the year

Editor: Secretary General Col. Karl-Heinz Leitner
truppendienst@bmlv.gv.at; +4315200-31910
Stiftgasse 2a

All members are invited to support the Se-

A-1070 Wien cretary General by submitting their ideas.
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