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Dear members of EMPA, 
on January 17th, 2008 the newly 
�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���(�0�3�$���E�R�D�U�G���K�H�O�G���L�W�V���¿�U�V�W��

regular meeting in Vienna, Austria. 
Besides several administrational top-
ics we discussed the further develop-
ment of our homepage. This issue will 
be on the agenda of a meeting with our 
Hungarian friends in the near future.
Following a proposal of the 1st Vice-stst

�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����0�U�V�����/�¯�J�D���/�D�N�X�þ�D�����Z�H���H�V�W�D�E-
lished the “EMPA-Award for the best 
article of the year published in a mem-
ber paper”. See the announcement for 
the 2008 award in this EMPAnews.
Concerning the EMPA-journalists tour to 
�.�)�2�5���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���\�H�W���K�D�G���D�Q�\���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
�E�X�W���Z�H���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���L�W�����,�I���L�W���L�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G����
�L�W���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���0�D�\���������������,�Q���D�Q�\���F�D�V�H��
we will announce it in the EMPAnews.

Operating together in foreign op-
erations lends itself to various shapes 
�R�I�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�O�R�Y�D�N��
Armed Forces and other members of 
NATO, the EU and United Nations. 
One of them is the UNDOF-mission 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�O�D�Q�� �+�H�L�J�K�W�V���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �R�O�G�H�V�W��
�S�H�D�F�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���8�1���D�Q�G���Z�D�V��
created under the authority of Security 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���8�1���L�Q���������������$���6�O�R�Y�D�N���F�R�Q�W�L�Q-
gent has operated within since 1998. 
�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q�� �E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q�� �$�8�6�%�$�7�7��
�W�K�H�� �6�O�R�Y�D�N�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�� �V�X�S�S�O�L�H�V�� �W�K�H��
3rd platoon.rdrd

�7�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�O�R�Y�D�N��
�U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�����)�U�D�Q�W�L�ã�H�N���.�D�ã�L�F�N�ê�����H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G��
the excellent level of cooperation on 
�W�K�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�U�L�Y�D�O���R�I���������6�O�R�Y�D�N��
and 22 Austrian Soldiers from the 19th

rotation of UNDOF in December 2007. 
�³�7�K�H���W�D�V�N���R�I�� �R�X�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q���V�R�O-

diers is to ensure control and security 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�X�I�I�H�U�� �]�R�Q�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �,�V�U�D�H�O�� �D�Q�G��
Syria, where there is constantly friction. 
�:�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �Y�D�O�X�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��
rate level of partnership in pursuance 
�R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�D�V�N���´�� �7�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G��
in command of the Austrian Armed 
Forces Headquarters, Major General 
�'�L�H�W�H�U�� �+�H�L�G�H�F�N�H�U�� �F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G�� �.�D�ã�L�F�N�ê�•�V��
words, too: “Both our countries con-
tribute to maintain the fragile peace in 
�W�K�H�� �0�L�G�G�O�H�� �(�D�V�W�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �I�H�Z�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �,�� �D�P��
�J�O�D�G�����W�K�D�W���,���F�D�Q���V�X�E�P�L�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I��
�W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q���6�O�R�Y�D�N�� �X�Q�L�W�� �K�D�V�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G��
a supreme professional level through 
�W�K�H�� �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W���´�� �X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�Q�H�G�� �0�D�M�R�U��
�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���+�H�L�G�H�F�N�H�U�����7�K�L�V���P�D�\���G�U�D�I�W���D�Q-
other possibility of cooperation between 
both our countries, for example in the 
military health service.

Vladislav Vavrinec

S uc c e s s f u l  S l ova k-Au s t r i a n 
cooperation in the UNDOF-mission
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EMPA-congress 2008

�7�K�H���(�0�3�$���F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�������������Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H��
place in Riga, Latvia from September 
9th to September 13th, 2008.

Participants will be accomodated in 
�³�5�H�Y�D�O�� �+�R�W�H�O�� �/�D�W�Y�L�D�´�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�� �R�I��
�5�L�J�D���� �'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�D�U�G�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �/�¯�J�D��
presented a detailed programme draft 
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �O�R�R�N�V�� �U�H�D�O�O�\�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G-
ing the visit to a naval exercise “Open 
�6�S�L�U�L�W�´���L�Q���W�K�H���%�D�O�W�L�F���6�H�D��

�$�� �O�D�U�J�H�� �³�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�´�� �Z�L�O�O��
give us an inside view of Latvia.

The President and the Secretary 
General will travel to Riga, Latvia 
from March 27th to March 29th, 2008 
to discuss the latest details and to 
meet the Secretary of State in order 
to prepare the congress. 
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The oldest EMPA-member magazine 
celebrates its bicentenary.

The Napoleonic Wars led to great 
changes in Europe, not least in the art 
�D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �R�I�� �Z�D�U���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �U�H�V�S�H�F�W����
�$�U�F�K�G�X�N�H���&�K�D�U�O�H�V�����\�R�X�Q�J�H�U���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���R�I��
�(�P�S�H�U�R�U���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V���,�,���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���5�R�P�D�Q��
�(�P�S�L�U�H�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� ������������ �D���N���D���� �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�� �,�� �R�I��
the newly-created Austrian Empire of 
���������������E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H-
�I�R�U�P�H�U���I�R�U���$�X�V�W�U�L�D�����+�H���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H��
necessity of a military journal which 
�Z�R�X�O�G�� �R�I�I�H�U�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �N�Q�R�Z�O-
�H�G�J�H�� �I�R�U�� �R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���� �E�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F��
�P�H�W�K�R�G�V���� �,�Q�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �R�I��
the new Österreichisch - militärische 
�=�H�L�W�V�F�K�U�L�I�W�� ���µ�$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �-�R�X�U-

�Q�D�O�¶���� �Z�D�V�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�H�Z�R�U�G����
the aims of the new publication were 
�G�H�¿�Q�H�G�����µ�:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U�V���W�K�H���D�U�W���D�Q�G��
science of war in general or in particu-
lar, including auxiliary or preparatory 
sciences, will fall within the scope of 
�W�K�L�V�� �U�H�Y�L�H�Z���¶�� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �W�R��
replace army manuals, but sought to 
serve as a platform for discussion in 
times of change, to further develop 
the art of war. The Journal’s mission 
expressly welcomed deviation from 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���� �µ�7�K�H�� �H�G�L�W�R�U�V�� �D�U�H��
able to, and will, choose from many 
possible scenarios those that deviate 
from established patterns in history 
�E�R�R�N�V�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���H�Y�H�Q���H�[�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�R�V�H��
where one partisan spirit might oppose 

another partisan 
spirit, to leave the 
choice of the truth 
to the reader.’ This 
mission statement 
is still valid today, 
and possibly even 
more so,  g iven 
current paradigm 
changes which pose 
new challenges for 
the military and for 
military sciences.

The new war of 
1809 interrupted 
publication of the 
Jou r na l ,  wh ich 
only reappeared in 
������������ �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�R�U�H-
word of this new 
issue, the mission 
�Z�D�V�����D�J�D�L�Q�����G�H�¿�Q�H�G��
�D�V���µ�W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���N�Q�R�Z�O-
edge among the of-
�I �L�F�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �,�P-
perial-Royal [i.e. 
Austr ian] Army, 
and the encourage-
ment of all those 

who aspire to higher culture to usefully 
shape their minds’. Publication was 
occasionally interrupted by wars and 
revolutions, but in general the Austrian 
Military Journal appeared regularly 
until the start of the First World War in 
�������������,�Q�������������L�W���K�D�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���&�O�D�X�V�H�Z�L�W�]�¶�V���E�R�R�N���2�Q��
�:�D�U���L�Q���$�X�V�W�U�L�D�����µ�6�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Y�L�H�Z��
that war is but the continuation of state 
policy by other means, the author, from 
a deeply philosophical standpoint, aims 
at deducing the true laws and main role 
�R�I�� �Z�D�U���� �L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���¿�U�P���E�D�V�L�V��
for his further deliberations. This aim 
�J�L�Y�H�V���K�L�V���Z�K�R�O�H���Z�R�U�N���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���F�R�O�R�X�U��
and a particular substance, which re-
sults in a new chapter for the science 
of war.’

The First World War interrupted the 
Journal for some time - in times of war, 
military science was to be applied, 
not discussed. Only in the twenties 
did the new Austrian Army Ministry 
start the publication of the Militärwis-
�V�H�Q�V�F�K�D�I�W�O�L�F�K�H���0�L�W�W�H�L�O�X�Q�J�H�Q�����µ�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���1�H�Z�V�¶�������7�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���Z�L�V�K��
was expressed in the 1937 edition: 
�µ�:�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�� �P�X�V�W�� ���� �H�Y�H�Q�� �L�I�� �L�W�� �L�Q-
�Y�R�O�Y�H�V���P�X�F�K���Z�R�U�N���W�R���H�Q�O�L�J�K�W�H�Q���D�Q�G���W�R��
educate - overcome the consequences 
of earlier disagreements [referring to 
the increasing violence between Social 
Democrats, Christian Socialists, and 
National Socialists, culminating in 
the two civil wars of 1934] in order to 
concentrate all the mental and material 
resources of the people on maintaining 
�R�X�U�� �L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���¶�� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �W�R�� �E�H��
�I�X�O�¿�O�O�H�G�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U��

Following the annexation of Austria 
�W�R�� �+�L�W�O�H�U�¶�V�� �7�K�L�U�G�� �5�H�L�F�K�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �µ�$�Q-
schluss’ of March 1938, the Journal 
continued to be published until 1944 as 
Militärwissenschaftliche Mitteilungen 
�G�H�U���=�Z�H�L�J�V�W�H�O�O�H���:�L�H�Q�����µ�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���6�F�L�H�Q-
�W�L�¿�F�� �1�H�Z�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�H�Q�Q�D�� �%�U�D�Q�F�K�¶������ �,�W��
still offered factual articles on military 

AUSTRIAN MILITARY JOURNAL
ÖSTERREICHISCHE MILITÄRISCHE ZEITSCHRIFT (ÖMZ)
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affairs, including the current war, but 
�W�K�H�V�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�P�L�Q�J�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �1�D�]�L��
propaganda. Publication at a time of 
�Z�D�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���D���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���P�H�G�L�X�P��
for propaganda purposes, demonstrated 
�W�K�H���E�U�H�D�F�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�D�V�W�����,�Q���I�D�F�W�����D�S�D�U�W��
from the title, the issues of 1938-44 
had little in common with traditional 
Austrian military publications.

Only when Austria regained her sov-
ereignty in 1955, and when a new army 
�Z�D�V�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G���� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�W�H�S�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �D��
�Q�H�Z�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�D�N�H�Q����
Articles with hints and information 
�I�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���D���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O��
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �)�•�U�� �G�H�Q�� �.�R�P�P�D�Q�G�D�Q�W�H�Q�� ���µ�)�R�U��
the Commanding Officer’). General 
�'�U�����(�P�L�O���/�L�H�E�L�W�]�N�\�����W�K�H���µ�I�D�W�K�H�U�¶���R�I���W�K�H��
�Q�H�Z�� �D�U�P�\���� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H��
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �/�D�Q�G�H�V�Y�H�U�W�H�L�G�L�J�X�Q�J�� ���µ�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Defence’) in the context of the Aus-
�W�U�L�D�Q���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V�¶���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���O�D�W�W�H�U��
�Z�D�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �µ�$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
Journal’ in the subtitle, thus proclaim-
ing the continuation of a long tradition 
of Austrian military publications.

�(�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\�����W�Z�R���Q�H�Z���P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�V���Z�H�U�H��
published by the Austrian Armed Forces, 
�E�R�W�K�� �L�Q�� ���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J���� �W�Z�R���P�R�Q�W�K�� �L�Q-
tervals. The Truppendienst, created 
in 1962, catered mainly for questions 
�R�I���W�D�F�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
�1�&�2�V���X�S���W�R���E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q���O�H�Y�H�O�����,�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W����
the Austrian Military Journal was to 
deal with higher-level matters. This 
�G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �O�D�E�R�X�U�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �Z�H�O�O����
and the Journal concerns itself with 
security policy, strategy, war studies, 
military and auxiliary sciences.

Since 1963 the Österreichische Militär-
�L�V�F�K�H�� �=�H�L�W�V�F�K�U�L�I�W�� ���µ�$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\��
�-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�¶�����E�H�W�W�H�U���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���g�0�=�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �W�Z�R�� �P�R�Q�W�K�V���� �7�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W��

�H�G�L�W�R�U���L�Q���F�K�L�H�I�� �Z�D�V�� �&�D�S�W�D�L�Q�� ���U�H�W������ �*�X�V�W�D�Y��
�6�W�|�F�N�H�O�O�H�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �F�D�U�H�H�U�� �Z�H�Q�W��
�E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���)�L�U�V�W���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U�����+�H���V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R��
continue the original premise of creating 
�D�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �D�Q�G��
defence matters. The ÖMZ was formally 
published by a private publishing house, 
Carl Ueberreuter in Vienna, on contract 
to the Ministry of Defence.

�&�D�S�W�D�L�Q�� �6�W�|�F�N�H�O�O�H�� �G�L�H�G�� �L�Q�� ������������ �D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �H�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V�� �M�R�E�� �Z�D�V�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�� �E�\��
an officer from the Armour School, 
�&�R�O�R�Q�H�O�� ���O�D�W�H�U�� �0�D�M�R�U�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���� �)�U�D�Q�]��
Freistetter, who held this position for 24 
years. During the Cold War, the careful 
and balanced reporting of both sides of 
�W�K�L�V���L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H��
Journal’s reputation well beyond Aus-
�W�U�L�D�¶�V�� �E�R�U�G�H�U�V���� �,�W�V�� �E�D�V�H�� �L�Q�� �D�� �V�P�D�O�O�� �D�Q�G��
neutral country gave it the advantage 
�R�I���D���K�L�J�K���G�H�J�U�H�H���R�I���L�P�S�D�U�W�L�D�O�L�W�\�����7�K�D�Q�N�V��
�W�R���K�L�V���V�W�U�L�F�W�O�\���I�D�F�W�V���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���V�W�\�O�H�����)�U�D�Q�]��
Freistetter was able to recruit not only 
�Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�V���� �E�X�W�� �R�W�K-
ers from both sides of the east-west 
�G�L�Y�L�G�H�����,�W���W�K�X�V���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���Z�H�O�O���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G��
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���P�H�G�L�X�P���I�R�U���*�H�U�P�D�Q���V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��
countries and others.

Upon the retirement of General Frei-
stetter in the early 
nineties, the Austri-
an Military Journal 
�Z�D�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �W�D�N�H�Q��
over by the Ministry 
of Defence, and its 
�H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O�� �R�I�¿�F�H�� �E�H-
came a department 
of the National De-
�I�H�Q�F�H�� �$�F�D�G�H�P�\���� �,�W��
was clear that with 
the end of the Cold 
War the Journal’s 
special position as a 
voice from a neutral 
country would lose 
�L�W�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
that a new direction 
would be needed. 
The layout was fun-
damentally changed 
in the second half 
of the nineties, and 
the Journal now 
presents itself as a 
�P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �P�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H����
with many illustra-
tions in colour, yet 
�K�D�V���Q�R�W���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�G���L�W�V��

quality. The editors entered the computer 
age at the right time, to allow most of the 
�S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�R�U�\�� �Z�R�U�N�� �I�R�U�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �E�H��
�G�R�Q�H���D�W���W�K�H���H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���R�I�¿�F�H���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���E�\���W�K�H��
���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�����S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�V���D�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��

Now there exists an even greater 
demand for qualif ied information 
about new developments on security 
policy, war studies and military sci-
ences. The Austrian Military Journal 
�V�W�L�O�O�� �D�L�P�V�� �D�W�� �I�X�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�� �E�\��
turning towards new challenges and 
�H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���L�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O���� �,�W���O�R�R�N�V���I�R�U��
the right balance between lessons from 
the past, current developments, as well 
as perspectives and forecasts for the 
future. The reader is thus offered a 
wide range of information.

Content and layout of the Journal are 
�W�D�N�H�Q�� �F�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �H�G�L�W�R�U�L�D�O�� �R�I�¿�F�H�� �D�W��
the National Defence Academy, while 
the actual printing process is handled 
by a commercial publisher. The Austrian 
Military Journal is published six times a 
year, with each issue containing between 
120 and 140 pages. Short summaries 
���D�Q�G���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���W�H�[�W�����D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O-
able via the internet. Each issue currently 
has a printing run of 4,500 copies.
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Position 

�(�G�L�W�R�U���L�Q���&�K�L�H�I���R�I���³�%�X�O�J�D�U�V�N�D���D�U�P�L�D��
�'�D�L�O�\���1�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�´

My biggest challenge at the moment

Professionally my biggest chal-
lenge now is to combine the news-
paper’s status and its progress and 
the armed forces transformation as 
parallel processes which are going 
on at the same time. Besides this 
�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�R�� �S�D�\�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J��
the traditions from the 60-years ex-
�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �³�%�X�O�J�D�U�V�N�D�� �D�U�P�L�D�´�� �D�V�� �D�� �G�D�L�O�\��
�Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���I�R�U���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
current standards.

Personally the most important chal-
lenge for me this year is to give 
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �P�\�� �V�R�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �¿�Q�L�V�K�H�V��
secondary school and his training for 
university education in architecture. 

Why becoming an EMPA-member

�,�Q�� �M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �(�0�3�$���� �,�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G��
the responsibility of being a member 
�R�I���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����M�X�V�W��

�D�V���,���K�D�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L-
�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �D�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���� �7�K�D�W�� �L�V���� �,��
committed myself and the newspaper 
�,�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q��
every opportunity for developing the 
professional contacts in the military 
�M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �I�D�L�W�K��
in EMPA goals and in the values of 
�W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�H�F�D�X�V�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �J�L�Y�H��
to society the required sensitivity to 
guarantee the transparency between 
military and civilian community.

The latest book I have read

This is a political analysis on the 
relations between foreign policy and 
terrorism close before the start of 
�:�R�U�O�G�� �:�D�U�� �,���� �7�K�H�� �E�R�R�N�� �L�V�� �Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �E�\��
the former Bulgarian minister of de-
�I�H�Q�F�H���� �Z�K�R�� �L�V�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\��
on history and military affairs.

Rumyana Strugarova

�,�Q�� �L�W�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ����th, 2008 in 
Vienna, Austria the EMPA board agreed 
upon a proposal of the 1st Vice-President, 
�0�U�V�����/�¯�J�D���/�D�N�X�þ�D�����W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���D�Q��

“EMPA - Award for the best article of 
the year published in a member paper”.

1

The establishment of the EMPA - Award for 
the best article of the year is based on the 
idea of activating and evaluating European 
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V�� �Z�R�U�N���� �,�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �D�� �J�R�R�G��
opportunity for military journalists to show 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �V�N�L�O�O�V�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�Z�R�U�N���W�R���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���P�H�G�L�D��
community.

2

Applicants may be EMPA-members as well 
as journalists writing for an EMPA member 
paper on the proposal of an EMPA-member.

3

The year of review starts on July 1st and ends 
on June 30th every year.

4
Applicants are invited to send in a copy of 
the printed article as well as a translation of 
the article into the English language to the 
Secretary General not later than June 30th.

5
The articles are reviewed by the EMPA 
board. The winner will be invited to and 
the award presented at the general meeting 
of the Association.

6
The EMPA - Award comprises:
- a letter of appreciation, 
- a trophy,
- publication of the article in the EMPAnews

and on the EMPAhomepage.

EMPA - Award

member since 2007


